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80 Berg , Ray 
BERRY, DEAN 
DEAN Walter Berry (1904-6) was born in North Adelaide, 
SA, grandson of pioneer industrialist John Bagshaw. He 
undertook his articles under Eric Habershon (E.H.) 
McMichael (1884-1945) in the period 1921-4 and studied 
architecture in the evenings at the SA School of Mines and 
Industries in Adelaide, under Louis Laybourne Smith. In 1927, 
Berry established his own practice, undertaking small residential 
works and designing a series of Anglican churches, including 
St Barnabas, Croydon (1929) and St Wilfred's, Torrens Park, 
SA (1933). As the effects of the Depression lifted, his practice 
expanded, allowing him to take on more staff in the mid-1930s, 
including Stephen Gilbert, whom Berry took into partnership 
in 1938 as Berry & Gilbert. Two key projects of this period 
were the Mitcham Council Chambers & Offices (1934), done 
in a 'modern' style at the insistence of the client but which was, 
in reality, a severe and stripped classicism, and Centennial Hall, 
Wayville, SA (1936), commissioned to celebrate SNs centenary 
by the Chamber of Manufacturers. Berry was instrumental 
in the drafting of the Architects Act 1939 (SA), served on the 
inaugural South Australian Architects Registration Board 
(1940-73; Chair 1946-73) and was President of the SAIA 
(1939-41). 
With the outbreak ofWWII, all the members of the 
office joined the war effort and Berry closed the office for the 
duration, the firm's remaining work left in the hands of fellow 
architect George Gavin Lawson. Berry himself served in the 
RAAF during the war, as a flight lieutenant, reopening the 
office in 1945. 
Berry played a prominent role in the establishment of the 
Faculty of Architecture & Town Planning at the University 
of Adelaide (1958-9) of which he was later a faculty member 
(1963-7) . The firm's post-war practice saw it continue with 
significant commissions for the Anglican Church, as well as 
work for the Lutheran and Roman Catholic churches. Brian 
Polomka, who had joined the office as a junior in 1938, was 
made a partner of the firm in 1959, thence known as Berry, 
Gilbert & Polomka. It marked the beginning of a period of 
growth for the firm, with a growing list of key clients and 
numerous modernist works that began to fundamentally 
reshape central Adelaide. Berry was awarded the CBE in 1964, 
for his services to architecture. 
THE EN CYCLOPED IA OF 
Particularly interested in heritage, Berry served as 
President of the National Trust SA (1966-71) and on the 
Board of Directors of the Australian Council of National Trusts 
(1969-71). He co-wrote Pioneer building techniques in SA (1981) 
with Gilbert, and made contributions to a series of Australian 
architectural history and heritage books published in the 1970s. 
He was appointed restoration architect for the old Bank of 
SA building (now known as Edmund Wright House) in King 
William Street, Adelaide (1878) in 1971, after public outrage at 
its proposed demolition. Berry effectively retired from full-time 
practice in 1972, remaining a consultant with the firm until 
1983. 
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